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HMAS PERTH — ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.05 am]: I rise to remind the house that this month 
marks the seventy-seventh anniversary of the sinking of HMAS Perth, a Leander-class light cruiser, in one of the 
most decisive and dramatic naval engagements of the Second World War. HMAS Perth was an extremely 
experienced ship, having previously fought in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. Her commanding officer, 
Captain Hector Waller, Distinguished Service Order and Bar, was described by Admiral Lord Cunningham, 
a senior British commander, as one of the greatest captains who ever sailed the seas. In February 1942, HMAS Perth 
was part of an Allied taskforce off the coast of East Java, sailing to intercept a Japanese invasion fleet that was 
heading towards Java. At midday on 27 February 1942, the taskforce engaged the escorts of the Japanese fleet. 
During the 12-hour battle that followed, five Allied ships were lost, and many ships were damaged and broke contact 
during the course of the fight. HMAS Perth and USS Houston were the only large vessels to emerge unscathed. 
In the early hours of 1 March 1942, both ships were engaged by the escorts of a second Japanese invasion fleet. 
They destroyed several Japanese vessels; however, outnumbered and outgunned, HMAS Perth and USS Houston 
were both sunk. Of the 681 crew of HMAS Perth, 353 were killed in the battle, including the ship’s commander. 
A further 106 crew members died as prisoners of the Japanese, with only 218 returning home to Australia after the 
war. One member of the ship’s crew, Mr Frank McGovern, is still alive. His brother Vincent also served on 
HMAS Perth but was killed during the battle. The last surviving Western Australian crew member, 
Mr Arthur Bancroft, died on 28 July 2013. His passing was acknowledged in this chamber. 
On 1 March this year, officers and sailors from the Royal Australian Navy and the United States Navy 
commemorated the action onboard an Indonesian Navy vessel in the Sunda Strait. During the service, 
Ms Dawn Manning committed her father’s ashes to the sea above the wreck site. Her father, David Manning, was 
the second-last surviving member of the ship’s crew. HMAS Perth is still the only foreign vessel commemorated 
at Arlington Cemetery in the United States. 
Lest we forget. 
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